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VA Names Chief of Staff at Marion VA Medical Center
WASHINGTON – Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) Eric K. Shinseki has named a chief of staff for the Marion, Ill., VA Medical Center (VAMC) to help guide the management and recruitment of key staff at the facility as it continues to aggressively resolve care quality and leadership problems.
Dr. Farhana Hasan, most recently the chief of Medical Service at VA’s largest outpatient clinic in Columbus, Ohio, will begin her duties at Marion on Jan. 3. 
“Recruiting and retaining high performing leaders in Marion’s top clinical and management positions will be crucial to our success in refocusing the performance and perception of the medical services VA provides,” said Secretary Shinseki.  “Dr. Hasan brings the skills and experience needed to build a staff that will produce that success.”

At Columbus, Hasan was instrumental in the planning, staffing and clinical activities of the nearly 300,000 square foot state-of-the-art ambulatory care center that provided services to approximately 32,000 unique patients.  She also co-chaired a performance improvement council. Her prior VA position was as director of primary and specialty medicine at VA’s Central Iowa Healthcare System in Des Moines.  She was also assistant professor of medicine at the University of Iowa School of Medicine, Iowa City.

Hasan will play a key role in recruiting the hospital’s chief of medicine, quality management officer, patient safety manager and chiefs of laboratory service, radiology and the community living center.

Provisions that Senator Richard Durbin included in the Fiscal Year 2011 Omnibus Appropriations bill will help VA provide incentives for recruitment and retention of hospital administrators and health care staff. This funding will directly help VA hire qualified and talented staff at the Marion VAMC.

The Marion VAMC provides care to 43,722 veterans annually in 27 counties in Southern Illinois, 8 in Southwestern Indiana and 17 in Northwest Kentucky.  It is a general medical and surgical facility that operates 55 acute-care beds and a separate 60-bed nursing home care unit. It also operates 8 community-based outpatient clinics.
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